Associate Formation 
First Meeting
Belonging to a Community
Opening song: (Leader) “There is room at the table” https://youtu.be/FkY_qBFs_3g  (5min)

Introduction about the small group sharing (Leader) (3min)
1. Personal and Small Group (Leader) (20min)
(as people enter, form groups of two or three, regroup as necessary)
Please put questions in the chat for the groups) 
a. Describe moments in your life when you felt you belonged.
b. What made you feel that you belonged?
c. How did this belonging help you to grow as a person?

2. Large Group: 
One word sharing of an element that gave you a feeling of belonging (Leader) (5min)
At this point, some Associates and Sisters share what Associate belonging meant to them. (Leader) (2min)

3. The Early Life of Eulalie Durocher  
https://youtu.be/_No2hgRXLAU (Leader) (9min)
Eulalie’s openness to Marie Paré who lived and worked with the Sisters as a lay person – Mother Marie Rose knew how to bend the rules of Canon Law.
Letter of Mother Marie-Rose to Madame Paré describing how her daughter died and how esteemed she was. Letters p. 14, 1846 (A volunteer reads this letter. Shared screen)
Source material: Gertrude McLaughlin’s SNJM HISTORY SYLLABUS Chapter I

4. A History of Associate Belonging in the Congregation. 
(Leader) Shared screen (5min)
Another leader talks about the history of the SNJM congregation opening up to Associates
a. Mademoiselle Marie Paré (not an Associate but a lay person who lived and worked with the Sisters. 
Material: Letter of MMR to Mademoiselle Paré after she died showing how much she was loved and admired by all and what a holy death she had. September 1846, p.14
b. Studies done by Sister Frances Allison and others, with report to the General Council
c. The Chapter Acts that approve the beginning of Associate affiliation across the congregation (around 1975).
d. First Associate promises in our area.
e. Policies and Guidelines formulated and still in use.

5. Visual introduction to the cover page for their binder with explanation of its use.

a. Questions for the next time to reflect on:

i. What are the steppingstones (persons, events, experiences) that helped you encounter God in your life?

ii. How did the steppingstones help you to grow in your faith?

6. Decide dates for the next sessions.

7. Closing Song: We are the World
Fundraiser for Haiti   https://youtu.be/Glny4jSciVI
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