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(Reflections in the Foundation House)

Who are these women? These five? And what have they done?

   They are here among us,

      here and now, as they were then.

   Vessels emptied of self,

      vessels filled with the Spirit.

   Having nothing,

      having everything!

Women of faith, sustained by faith;

   a faith that gave them the courage to dare;

   a faith founded on God alone.

Women of love, sustained by love; love that impelled them 
   to go to the poor,  to the powerless, 
   to the uneducated, to the spiritually homeless.

Women of hope; hope woven together with their gifts of love and faith,

   into a fabric patterned on their creative and farsighted ingenuity.

   Together, drawn by God, propelled by God

      to fulfillment of their vision and dreams and mission,

   a mission reaching others the world over, as their dreams grew

      into reality.

Yes, their spirit is with us today, the world over.

They are among us ‐‐‐

   in North, Central, and South America; in Africa ‐‐‐

   They are everywhere among us.

Vessels emptied; vessels filled;

Having nothing; having everything.

Marian Ruth Christensen, SNJM

Longueuil, Québec, 1994
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