
SHORT HISTORY OF ASSOCIATE BELONGING 
 

1974 Executive board of the Congregation discuss the concept of Associate 
membership, stemming from the document of the Second Vatican council the 
laity having a more active role in the Church. 
 
1977 The concept of Associate belonging 
was defined by Gen Exec Board of the Congregation.  Associate membership 
began on an “experimental basis”. 
 
1981-82: That associate membership be continued in our Congregation and be 
evaluated by the members of the Gen Ch of 1986.  
 
1986: “Associate Membership” was recognized as a form of “belonging” 
 
1989: Policies and Guidelines were drawn up and approved for use in all the 
provinces. 
 
1996: Associates are included in the discernment of God’s will for the 
Congregation and are invited to the General Chapter. 
 
2006:  Associates participate in the nomination of an Associate participant in the 
General Chapter. 

 
 
 

 


