A Prayer for our SNJM Mission, Charism, Values
A Prayer of Thanksgiving
The SNJM values have been formulating since 1843, 172 years! Thousands of Sisters have lived these values through their work and their personal example. As lay leaders we follow in their footsteps; they are our example and we must now become the example for those that follow us. 
Sue Monk Kidd, author of The Invention of Wings and The Secret Life of Bees, said, “Stories have to be told or they die, and when they die, we can't remember who we are or why we're here.” 
So in prayerful thanksgiving, think of the stories you have heard of your school’s founding Sisters.  Think of how you have been told of the hardship and the sacrifice in their lives, their journey into the wilderness, knowing they may not be able to see their families again. It is these Sisters who developed and strengthened the mission and values of which we are now honored to be a part.  Think of more recent times maybe there was an SNJM Sister who touched your life. Perhaps your choice of profession or your love of service or your deep faith was developed in you with the help of an SNJM.  If you haven’t a long history with our Sisters, perhaps you can think of someone who lived out some of these same values.  Think of the impact they have had on you and others. Take a moment to reflect on that special person. We will pass out a rock (or piece of paper) and a permanent marker to each of you.  Write the name or initials of the person(s) you are thinking of on the rock.  
We would love to hear the story of the person you are thinking of.  If you are comfortable, please share the story and bring up your rock to our altar of remembrance. Collectively these rocks will represent our strong foundation, our corner stone.
After people share, I will prompt us with “We thank you, God, for Sister ______________.”

All respond, “Teach us and show us the way.” 

We thank our Creator for the incredible men and women who have preceded us and helped us in our formation.  It is through their example that the key SNJM values are actions and not simply words.  As lay leaders it is our turn to be the example and help others to embrace these important values.

 We commit ourselves now to

All:  The full development of the human person
We commit ourselves now to

All: 
Justice, liberating action, service to those who are poor and marginalized, women and children.
We commit ourselves now to

All:  Being educators in the faith and hospitable to all.

Thank you for your commitment.  
In honor of all of the Sisters who came before us, let us remember:
ALL: The SNJM charism is a gift of the creative Spirit, a sign of God’s unconditional and boundless love for the world.

The person or group who receives a charism, receives it 

for the benefit of others.

A charism, by its very nature, is to be shared; it cannot be retained within boundaries.

It is a gift of dynamic life and energy 

for the building up of the Church.

The SNJM charism is defined as an active love 

which moves persons 

to collaborate with others in the Church’s mission of education, 

a mission of liberating action 

which aims at the full development of the human person.
Creator God, thank you for the rich charism with which you have graced the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.  Please give us the wisdom and a loving heart to feel the Holy Names values radiate from within us.  Help us to understand our responsibility to uphold and expand this wonderful tradition we have inherited. Allow us opportunity to tell our stories so we always remember who we are and why we’re here.  Let us be mindful it is our rich heritage that will sustain us and our efforts.  For this incredible gift we are thankful.

Amen
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