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October 6, 1811 – October 6, 1849

Eulalie Durocher was the tenth and last child born into a prosperous Quebec farming family at St. Antoine‐sur‐Richelieu. Her sister Séraphine became a religious sister and three of her brothers were ordained priests. Though she desired to enter a religious order in her teenage years, she was not accepted by any of them due to her poor health.

Between the ages of eighteen and thirty‐one, she managed the parish rectory in Beloeil where her brother Théophile Durocher was the curate. It was there that she became known for her prayerful life, her love of neighbor, and her concern about the lack of education among the young people of that parish. During this time she also established The Children of Mary, the first lay sodality in Canada, with the assistance of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

With the encouragement of her bishop, she and two other women found in

1843 the Congregation of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. The charism of this order was to promote Catholic education at the parish level, especially among the poorest and most neglected girls. Shortly after her entrance into religious life she became Mother Marie Rose, the first Superior General of the order. Mother Marie Rose died on October 6, 1849, her thirty‐eighth birthday and only six years after entering religious life. Her work never‐the-less seemed solidly established despite enormous difficulties of founding a religious congregation and beginning a school. This was confirmed when the first distant mission for this order was founded in Oregon in 1859.

Love of God, devotion to Jesus and His mother, Mary, and concern for the educational needs of young Catholics inspired and sustained Mother Marie Rose in her unfailing devotion and generosity to the Church. In this respect she demonstrated the importance of parochial schools in the formation of young Catholics so that they, in turn, would become good Catholic parents.

In the artwork, Blessed Marie Rose is holding a white flower, often symbolizing innocence and purity, holiness and virginity, joy and light. In the footing, a white mantle with the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, the namesakes of her religious order, surrounds the holy cross of our redemption.
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