
Charism Moment ─ Advent
Christians across the world prepare for the coming of Christ during the Advent Season, the four weeks preceding Christmas.  You will find Advent wreaths in many of our buildings throughout the Marylhurst campus.  Each week we will send out an Advent prayer in preparation for this most holy holiday.

The advent wreath and its four candles symbolize the anticipation of Christ’s birth.  A candle is lit each week. The purple candles remind us of the penitential nature of the season, and the pink candle, which is lit for the final week, symbolizes our joy of the coming Christ.  The circular shape of the wreath symbolizes eternity and serves as a reminder that God has neither beginning nor end.  The evergreen is a symbol of eternal life and a reminder that God is unchangeable.  
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Advent:  What Are You Waiting For? 
Advent got me thinking about waiting.

I made a brief inventory of the things I’m waiting for then quick gave up because it was starting to embarrass me.

I mean, suppose as I did, that I’m standing around, hands in my pockets, hanging out, minding my own business, when a still, quiet voice asks, “So, what are you waiting for?”

I answer, a rueful tone of voice, “Oh, a shipment from Amazon, lower gas prices, a Packer’s championship.”

“Hmmm,” said the voice, then silence just as I recognize that whisper.
What message do I take from this?

Not necessarily that I’m waiting for the wrong things.  Rather, I’m not waiting for enough of the best things.

Advent is waiting for The Best.

I want to wait for The Best with at least the same intense longing as parents wait for a child to return from war.

Important and right-feeling as a Packers championship is, even a three-peat is no Second Coming, no birth of Savior.

I want to keep that in mind this Advent.  

I remain confident of this:  

I will see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord;

be strong and take heart 

and wait for the Lord.

By John Lindner

http://faithworks.crs.org/advent-what-are-you-waiting-for/ 
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