Associate Formation SNJM

Fifth Meeting

Out of Adversity Springs New Life

“How new life was born out of suffering, loss and difficulties in my life”
1. Sharing in two’s 

2. Welcome and listing the sharing in single sentences 

3. One of the leaders shares one such experience if she has not done so with another person

4. Another leader does a presentation on the most severe difficulties of MMR (SNJM History Syllabus, chapter XVII)
A. Typhoid epidemic in 1847
B. 1847: Letter of Father Brassard to the bishop declaring that the Oblates were not the founder of the congregation.  MMR write of the tension in her diary.
C. False rumors about the school
D. Father Brassard cuts ties with the school, pulls his niece out and demands money from the sisters.
E. With hard work on the part of the sisters, prudent administration on the part of MMR, the dept was finally paid in1859
F. The final public oral exams of 1849 proved the rumors were false
G. MMR wrote to the bishop to say that the internal problems she faced were worse than those from the public.  She offered her resignation

5. Another leader explains further the causes of the difficulties with the Pastor (SNJM History Syllabus, Chapter XVIII)
A. Brother Chiniquy, Oblate novice, discovered to be a womanizer.
B. The Pastor takes his side
C. The Pastor has many debts due to his over-generosity
D. Produce from the parish farm is not sufficient to pay his debts.
E. His health is deteriorating
F. Competition between the Canadian priests and those from Europe
G. To the pastor, the Oblates were too strict.

6. Another sister tells the story of MMR’s last bout of TB, her death, funeral and burial. SNJM History Syllabus, Chapter XXIII)

7. A Sister guides the group in a reading of the letters of MMR on the subject
A. To Bishop Bourget December 1847 and 17 of December 1847
B. To Father Brassard, Pastor December 1847 and March 1848

8. Readings of the Constitutions # 3-5, 11, 20,47, 62, Rule # 31
                  Of the Acts of the Chapter of 2001 WE ARE CALLED TO BE WOMEN OF THE EUCHRIST
EXPLANATION OF THE SEAL OF THE CONGREGATION DESIGNED BY MMR

9. Reflection for sharing next time:
“How have you responded to injustice in your life? (towards yourself, towards others, racism, terrorism, violence, abuse, discrimination, abuse of power, corruption etc.)
How did your response bring about a thirst for Justice on your part.  Name emotional reactions and your response in action.  Did you channel your emotional reaction constructively or destructively?

10. Closing prayer and song about adversity and new life.
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