The Call to Hospitality
Matthew 25:35-36, 40
35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

Blessed Marie Rose understood the beauty and grace of hospitality.  She understood that to open your door is not enough; you must also open your heart.  She knew that if she made herself present to others, to offer an open heart, a caring ear she was doing as Jesus commanded:  to love others as they would want to be loved. 

Creator God,

Create a sensitive heart, 

a heart that never approaches other human beings as “things,”

a heart whose personal relationships are never those of manipulation or experiment,


but of understanding and sharing



the suffering, the loneliness, the joy of others;

a heart warm with the eagerness to do, to give,


to leaven life with humor and tenderness



but strong enough to live with pain and gently so.

Love is increased,


not diminished



by being given to God, to family, to friends, to others and to country.

─Dolores Marie Armstrong, snjm
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