
Daily life is the location of the 
sacred—right?  Much of 
it seems so ordinary and little 
at the time, doesn’t it?  Here at 

Marie-Rose House, where we work to promote the full development 
of each person, some steps seem so tiny at the time.  Briseida uses the 
computers here to complete her college scholarship application.  
Jovanni invites me to his parent teacher conference because he is 
proud of the good report he knows I will hear.  Nena comes for help with paperwork in English regarding a 
parking ticket.  Evelyn needs help with math and reading, but can her family learn to help HER do it, instead 
of just doing the work for her? 

Then BIG things happen.  Four 10th grade volunteers from Mexico in Wapato are recruited and given 
scholarships to attend LaSalle High School in Union Gap, where 100% of the students go on to college.  
Ismael’s parents weep in joy, amazement and gratitude for the “miracle” of it.  Four lives, (and all their 
descendants,) will be changed forever.  A graffitti-riddled wall gets tranformed to a work of public art. 
The closing celebration of Mexico in Wapato brings 300 proud relatives to their feet in standing ovations.  
Isabel finishes at Yakima Valley Community College and gets enough financial aid to transfer to Central 

Washington University. 

And the daily continues.  Tom and Tommye Elison (left) who 
are SNJM Associates from Sunnyside, made big new signs for 
Marie-Rose House this year.   Herminia comes as a volunteer 
twice a week  to teach Pedro how to read and write in Spanish. 
Lupe, Stephanie, and Jessica, who came here as children not that 
long ago, have their own childen now, and I watch them grow. I 
am here, for the people, like a neighborhood grandma.  Yes, with 
your support and your prayers , I am able to just BE here.  
Can you imagine how grateful I am for these gifts of daily life?
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Dear Friends, 

Computer classes 
in the Learning Center (the back 
room)  were taught all year by  

staff from La Casa Hogar 
in Yakima. 

C omputer Classes



Marie-Rose House Newsletter 2

So far every student has attained citizenship  if they persevered with class until they passed the test and the 
interview, which are both in English.  Then, many come back to celebrate with their fellow students and cheer 
them on.  

Maria Cabrera, far left, with students 
from St.. Martin’s University. 

Citizenship Classes

In 2014,  three colleges brought  students during their spring breaks: Oregon State University, 
Seattle University, and St. Martin’s University in Olympia. Students from St. Martin’s met with 
Maria Cabrera and others to hear their personal stories  as immigrants and to learn from them.  

Meeting with the women is always a highlight of the immersion experience for both sides.

Immersion Groups

Oregon State University student volunteers.
at Noah’s Ark Homeless Shelter

St. Martin’s student 
volunteers

Teachers, Luz Monroy and Magaly Solis 
celebrate with their whole class. 

Laughter and high attention as well as 
struggle are a part of every session.    



Marie-Rose House Newsletter 3

In the course of a year, some dramatic transformations happen, too.  The most visibly dramatic was to the 
garage and fences across the alley from Marie-Rose House. Participants included lead artist Deborah Ann from 
Yakima, two artist friends of hers, trustees from Wapato City Jail and staff from Wapato Public Works,  the 
teachers from Zacatecas, and children grades four through eight from Mexico in Wapato.  Then, Deborah Ann 
created a fabric art piece to celebrate the whole event.

Transformations

Quilted art piece by Deborah Ann. 

Before

After

Laughter and high attention as well as 
struggle are a part of every session.    



Mexico in Wapato continues full force each July.  In 2014, 11 
amazing teachers from Zacatecas, all new to Wapato, created 
inviting daily activities for about 100 children to deepen their 

knowledge and appreciation of their Mexican culture.  The 
teachers played with the children at the campout, and worked 
hard with them to prepare for the biggest performance of the 

summer: the closing celebration, in which many children 
had solo parts. 2014
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Left, Yakima Nation 
camp out 

Above, Roman Alonso Reyes, 8. 

Left:
Teachers 
from 
Zacatecas, 
Mexico
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2014
 Vanessa Sanchez Avila

Students in 
the dance 
workshop
learned an 
Aztec dance.

All childern and youth 
performed 

the closing song 
“Mexico Under My Skin”



In Gratitude . . . 
Your gifts to the Sisters 

of the Holy Names 
help keep 

Marie-Rose House alive.

712 S. Simcoe Ave 
Wapato, WA 98951 

 
509-877-4256  

marierosehouse@
centurylink.net

Your ongoing support 
of prayer, volunteer 

hours and financial gifts 
creates opportunities 

and the hope of 
success in life and faith 
for immigrant children, 

women and men.  

  
I do believe that Christ 

smiles on you with 
gratitude.  Together, 

we help God’s beloved 
under-served 

grow and flourish.

What do we need?  

Grupo La Esperanza (Hope)

Moms and their children keep Grupo La Esperanza alive and growing.  Children 
play while mom’s and daughters work on costumes, and girls practice and perform all 
year. 

Jennifer, eighth grade, was one of two in her 
school to receive a “super student award” from 

the school district superintendent.  Jennifer came 
to Marie Rose House for reading and “after 

school” from the time she was four until she went 
into second or third grade.  She loved reading 
here, especially when her Mom came to read 

with her, but she hated reading at school, from 
kindergarten on.  However, a sixth grade teacher 

saw and woke up her potential, and Jennifer 
decided to invest herself in her schoolwork in 

middle school.   She’s on grade level in writing, 
and knows what academic success feels like. I 

hope she comes back AS A VOLUNTEER to help 
younger children.  She’s really good at that.

Girls pose in the dining room while moms are working on costumes.

Children play while 
moms work on dancers’ 

costumes.

Girls practice and 
perform all year. They 
participate in the “Wapato 
Harvest Festival” on 
Labor Day, and, later, 
dance on stage at the 
city park.


